
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

"Those we love are the snowflakes of 
life. None are the same, each is 
beautiful, and all bring something 
special to our world."  
Author: -- Author: Martin Buber  
 
Direct from the Executive 
Director, Ricci Wasserman 

 
It was such a pleasure meeting so 
many of you at the various 
holiday parties and in the 

schools this fall.  My husband Joel and 
I really enjoy the warm and loving 
spirit we find in our schools.  
September 2012 will mark 30 years 
since we founded Prime Time.  The 
children, parents and staff have 
warmed our hearts for so many years.  
Thank you all. 
 
As you know we have a large in-service 
training day in the fall for all our 
staff.  We work long and hard to make 
the day very useful and to provide our 
staff the required training hours 
mandated by the state.  We (Nancy 
Nathanson, B.S. MED – Regional 
Education Director and Christine 
Tarallo, B.A. Regional Manager and I) 
have the staff evaluations of the day.  I 
want to share with you some of the 
questions and answers that you might 
have in common with our staff: 
 
What can be done at naptime when a 
child doesn’t sleep?  Make the 
atmosphere sleep friendly – dim the 
lights, play quiet music, a back rub and 
most important - a routine.  By two (2) 
years old, children fall into the 
routine quite easily.  When there are 
diversions such as a child arriving at 
unusual times, a fire drill, or the 
garbage truck comes late and grabs 
their attention, it takes longer to 
settle in.  As a child gets older, he/she 

may need less sleep.  They can 
generally quiet down with a picture, 
book, or quiet toy so they and their 
friends can rest.  Remember, if a child 
is not tired, it is torture for both of 
you to try to make him/her sleep.  Settle 
for a short rest and quiet activities 
until required nap time is over. 
 
How do you get a child to participate 
in an activity if he/she doesn’t want 
to?  Make the activity as interesting as 
you can, but provide alternatives.  
That’s why we use centers, so children 
can choose what interests him/her but 
can see what others are finding equally 
interesting.  Maybe next time they will 
join in something new. 
 
If we teach nonverbal infants and 
toddlers to use sign language will it 
hinder them acquiring speech?  Unless 
a child lacks the physical proprieties 
for speech, it will not.  Signing is just 
an easier way for some children to get 
their needs known. 
 
How can we get artwork done 
properly?  There is no proper way.  Art 
is an individual, creative process.  The 
job of the adult is to show the child a 
variety of samples, provide a variety of 
materials, and not ask, “What is that 
you’re doing/making?”  
 
If you like this Q & A and would like it 
continued or have questions of your 
own, let us know at pt1sch@aol.com. 
	
  
Direct from the Regional 
Education Director, Nancy 
Nathanson  
 
YOUNG CHILDREN NEED TO PLAY 

Hopefully, over this busy 
holiday season you and your 
child were able to set aside 
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some “downtime” – unstructured, 
leisure time playing together.   

Play and its’ importance has been a hot 
topic in the early childhood education 
field for quite some time.  It seems 
amazing that we have to explain that 
concept!  Often parents and caregivers 
ask the question:  “How do I play with my 
child?” or “What is my role?”  These are 
wonderful questions for those unsure 
of the dynamics involved. 

A recent article in the high tech 
magazine, “Wired”, interestingly listed 
the five (5) Best Toys of all Time: 

1. Stick 
2. Box 
3. String 
4. Cardboard Tube 
5. Dirt 
6. Ball 

Aren’t you just thrilled to hear that 
after all those new toys are filling 
your child’s closet!  The reason this 
rings so true is we as adults sometimes 
forget what is truly fun for our 
children – and most beneficial!!  
Spontaneous play occurs when children 
do an activity freely.  If children 
organize a ball game, dramatic play, or a 
game of hide-and-seek, they are meeting 
their needs for spontaneous play.  
Spontaneous play is different from 
enrolling children in little league or 
signing them up for dance lessons.  
Children benefit most from a balance 
between planned activities and 
spontaneous free play.   

Play can be an effective and enjoyable 
way for children to develop skills: 

*Language skills - when they play name 
games, sing songs, and recite jump rope 
rhymes. 
*Thinking skills - when they construct a 
block tower, follow directions to a 
game, or do a puzzle. 
*Creative skills - when they make up 
stories, put on a puppet show, and play 
dress-up. 
*Social skills - when they team up to 
play ball games and decide who will 
play what part in dramatic play.   
 
It is important to remove barriers to 
children’s opportunities to play, such 
as too many structured activities and 

too much television.  If a child 
says, “I’m bored,” he/she may 
need more unstructured time 
for play.  Parents often hear 
children complain about 
boredom when activities are not 
scheduled for them.  Children 

need “down time” and time to be alone.  
These are the occasions when a child’s 
imagination and creativity take hold.  
 
“Play is not a luxury but rather a 
crucial dynamic of healthy, physical, 
intellectual and social-emotional 
development at all age levels.” - David 
Elkind  

 
Director from your Director, 
Tracy Diamond 
 
Welcome to a New Year! I hope everyone 
enjoyed their holidays.  We are so 
excited to have our infant and toddler 
classrooms officially opened just in 
time to start off a great year!  I would 
like to welcome all of our new families 
who joined us.  We are very happy to 
have you as a part of our Prime Time 
family. 
 
Our Family Holiday Party was great!  
Thank you to all the parents who 
brought refreshments for everyone to 
share.  The kids enjoyed the art 
projects and especially loved our visit 
from Santa! 
 
January and February bring us cold 
weather.  Please make sure to dress 
your child appropriately and check your 
child’s bin to make sure they have 
appropriate clothing.  Hopefully, we 
will have a calm winter.  In case of 
school closings or delayed openings, 
there will be a message on our website, 
an e-mail to the parents, and a message 
on the school’s phone.   We realize 
parents have to work and try our best 
to stay open. 
 
Reminders 

• Tuition is due between the 1st and 
5th of every month.   

• If you need to change your child’s 
schedule, please see me at any 

time.   
• We will be closed on 

Monday, January 2nd for 
New Years and Monday, 



February 20th for President’s Day!   
We are off to a great year!!! 
 
Direct from your Educational 
Director, Margaret Garbocki 
Winter is upon us, which means staying 
inside more often than usual.  
Therefore, what do you do when the 
weather outside is frightful? It’s time 
for Family Fun.  Here are some ideas 
for the family to enjoy doing together: 

• The kids can learn about their 
family roots. The children can 
fill in the names and draw faces 
on the family tree branches.  

• The family can watch a movie 
together at home instead of 
spending a fortune at the movies. 
Let the kids create movie tickets, 
make snacks, and open their own 
concession stand.  After the movie 
is over, let their inner critics 
write movie reviews or draw a 
picture. 

• Redecorating the kids’ rooms 
could be fun. Kids spend a lot of 
time within their four bedroom 
walls during the winter.  If they 
are stuck inside, spruce up their 
rooms in the winter months. 

• Cooking together as a family is 
also fun. The youngest “chefs-in-
training” can gather ingredients, 
help stir, and clean up.   
Welcome New Children 

Erin – Dinos 
Daniella – Angels A 
Jon – Afterschool 
Nina – Snugglies 
Victoria – Angels A 
Arden – Snugglies 
Davis – Snugglies 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Monday, January 2nd – School Closed – 
Observance of New Year’s Day 

Monday, February 20th – School Closed – 
President’s Day 

Also, we are in the process of 
planning our Summer Camp 
schedule.  It is never too early 
to plan ahead!  Each school is 
planning a fun and affordable 

summer camp while keeping it exciting and fun!  

We have some new field trips planned along with 
some proven favorites.  Please let us know your 
interest in staying with Prime Time over the 
summer. 

Every January we include a questionnaire to 
parents and teachers to gather 
feedback so we may continue to 
improve our programs.  We are 
always interested in hearing what you 

have to say.  So please take a moment to fax, 
email or mail your completed questionnaire. 

Enfamil recall:  As most of you may have heard, 
Wal-Mart pulled Enfamil from their shelves 
following the death of an infant in Missouri.  They 
are still investigating whether or not the water used 
in the preparation of the formula was a factor in this 
recall.  However, below is a section on recalls that 
Prime Time includes in every newsletter.  We do 
this to protect the children in our care as well as 
inform our parents.  You may also follow the link 
below to read about this recall from the American 
Academy of Pediatrics.  Ctrl click to follow link. 

http://www.aap.org/en-
us/Pages/Default.aspx?nfstatus=401&nftoken=0000
0000-0000-0000-0000-
000000000000&nfstatusdescription=ERROR%3a+
No+local+token	
  

Product Recall Websites 

It seems that every day we hear of a 
new baby item or food item being 
recalled!  We hope the following 
websites will help parents keep track 
of recalled products.  You can even 
have recalls sent to your cell phone 
or email. 

*Click CheckandProtect.org 
(Consumer Reports)  
*CPSC.gov (Consumer Products Safety 
Commission) 
*T SafeProducts.gov 
*Text alerts – text the word “SAFE” to 
76666 

Parent Referral!!!! 
Our goal has always been to provide 
quality care and a “home away from home” 
atmosphere for children.  We know that 
leaving your children in the care of 



others is a very difficult decision, and we 
hope that we have made it easier for you.  
Our families are our biggest advocates 
and advertisers.  If you know of anyone in 
need of a quality early learning center, 
please tell them about Prime Time.  They 
are welcome to visit anytime between 
9:00am-5:00pm, no appointment is 
necessary.  If one of your referrals 
registers and remains in the program for 
a minimum of three months, you will 
receive a referral credit; it’s our way of 
saying “thanks.”  Be sure to let us know 
when you refer someone so you can take 
advantage of the credit.  If you can drop 
some of our brochures to your human 
resource office, please let us know.  We 
would be more than happy to provide you 
with brochures. We would love to include 
parent testimonials in our brochures and 
on our website.  Please take a moment to 
drop one off in the office or you can email 
it directly to the school.  We are also 
gathering letters of praise for our staff 
and/or program to share with potential 
parents.  We really appreciate all kind 
and useful words.  These letters are also 
put into employee personnel files.   Thank 
you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

	
  
PARENT	
  QUESTIONNAIRE	
  

Please take a few moments to provide us with your feedback to help us better meet 
your needs.    For your convenience, you may e-mail us at pt1sch@aol.com, fax us at 
(201) 236-2966, or you may get a stamped envelope in the office.  We appreciate the 
time taken.  Thank you! 
 
Optional: School:      Years at Prime Time: 
 
  Child’s Group:      Signature: 
 
Regarding our program: 
 
How did you hear about us? 
 
What attracted you to us and why did you stay?  
 
 
 
Would you be interested in our Summer Camp and After School Programs? 
 
Do you have any comments about our Policies? 
 
 
 
What do you think about our field trips and extra-curricular activities? 
 
 
 
How may we improve our school/class newsletters and other forms of 
communication? 
 
 
 
Staff: 
 
Health and Cleanliness: 
 
Suggestions: 
 
Complaints: 
 
Applause:
 
 


