
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

"Those we love are the snowflakes of 
life. None are the same, each is 
beautiful, and all bring something 
special to our world."  
Author: -- Author: Martin Buber  
 
Direct from the Executive 
Director, Ricci Wasserman 

 
It was such a pleasure meeting so 
many of you at the various 
holiday parties and in the 

schools this fall.  My husband Joel and 
I really enjoy the warm and loving 
spirit we find in our schools.  
September 2012 will mark 30 years 
since we founded Prime Time.  The 
children, parents and staff have 
warmed our hearts for so many years.  
Thank you all. 
 
As you know we have a large in-service 
training day in the fall for all our 
staff.  We work long and hard to make 
the day very useful and to provide our 
staff the required training hours 
mandated by the state.  We (Nancy 
Nathanson, B.S. MED – Regional 
Education Director and Christine 
Tarallo, B.A. Regional Manager and I) 
have the staff evaluations of the day.  I 
want to share with you some of the 
questions and answers that you might 
have in common with our staff: 
 
What can be done at naptime when a 
child doesn’t sleep?  Make the 
atmosphere sleep friendly – dim the 
lights, play quiet music, a back rub and 
most important - a routine.  By two (2) 
years old, children fall into the 
routine quite easily.  When there are 
diversions such as a child arriving at 
unusual times, a fire drill, or the 
garbage truck comes late and grabs 
their attention, it takes longer to 
settle in.  As a child gets older, he/she 

may need less sleep.  They can 
generally quiet down with a picture, 
book, or quiet toy so they and their 
friends can rest.  Remember, if a child 
is not tired, it is torture for both of 
you to try to make him/her sleep.  Settle 
for a short rest and quiet activities 
until required nap time is over. 
 
How do you get a child to participate 
in an activity if he/she doesn’t want 
to?  Make the activity as interesting as 
you can, but provide alternatives.  
That’s why we use centers, so children 
can choose what interests him/her but 
can see what others are finding equally 
interesting.  Maybe next time they will 
join in something new. 
 
If we teach nonverbal infants and 
toddlers to use sign language will it 
hinder them acquiring speech?  Unless 
a child lacks the physical proprieties 
for speech, it will not.  Signing is just 
an easier way for some children to get 
their needs known. 
 
How can we get artwork done 
properly?  There is no proper way.  Art 
is an individual creative process.  The 
job of the adult is to show the child a 
variety of samples, provide a variety of 
materials, and not ask, “What is that 
you’re doing/making?”  
 
If you like this Q & A and would like it 
continued or have questions of your 
own, let us know at pt1sch@aol.com. 
	
  
Direct from the Regional 
Education Director, Nancy 
Nathanson  

YOUNG CHILDREN NEED TO PLAY 

Hopefully, over this busy 
holiday season you and your 
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child were able to set aside some 
“downtime” – unstructured, leisure time 
playing together.   

Play and its’ importance has been a hot 
topic in the early childhood education 
field for quite some time.  It seems 
amazing that we have to explain that 
concept!  Often parents and caregivers 
ask the question:  “How do I play with my 
child?” or “What is my role?”  These are 
wonderful questions for those unsure 
of the dynamics involved. 

A recent article in the high tech 
magazine, “Wired”, interestingly listed 
the five (5) Best Toys of all Time: 

1. Stick 
2. Box 
3. String 
4. Cardboard Tube 
5. Dirt 
6. Ball 

Aren’t you just thrilled to hear that 
after all those new toys are filling 
your child’s closet!  The reason this 
rings so true is we as adults sometimes 
forget what is truly fun for our 
children – and most beneficial!!  
Spontaneous play occurs when children 
do an activity freely.  If children 
organize a ball game, dramatic play, or a 
game of hide-and-seek, they are meeting 
their needs for spontaneous play.  
Spontaneous play is different from 
enrolling children in little league or 
signing them up for dance lessons.  
Children benefit most from a balance 
between planned activities and 
spontaneous free play.   

Play can be an effective and enjoyable 
way for children to develop skills: 

*Language skills - when they play name 
games, sing songs, and recite jump rope 
rhymes. 
*Thinking skills - when they construct a 
block tower, follow directions to a 
game, or do a puzzle. 
*Creative skills - when they make up 
stories, put on a puppet show, and play 
dress-up. 
*Social skills - when they team up to 
play ball games and decide who will 
play what part in dramatic play.   
 
It is important to remove barriers to 
children’s opportunities to play, such 

as too many structured activities and 
too much television.  If a child says, “I’m 

bored,” he/she may need more 
unstructured time for play.  
Parents often hear children 
complain about boredom when 
activities are not scheduled for 

them.  Children need “down time” and 
time to be alone.  These are the 
occasions when a child’s imagination 
and creativity take hold.  
 
“Play is not a luxury but rather a 
crucial dynamic of healthy, physical, 
intellectual and social-emotional 
development at all age levels.” - David 
Elkind  

 

Director from your Director, 
Nicole Olsen 
 
Happy New Year everyone! I hope you all 
enjoyed the holiday season and spent 
some quality time with your family and 
friends. As we move into 2012, I would 
like to thank all the families for your 
help, support, and generosity in 2011. 
We are so fortunate to have such a 
great group of families. 
 
The last two months of 2011 were very 
busy for all of us. The children had 
two full days of taking pictures; which 
turned out to be a huge success.  We 
had another positive experience this 
year with Colleen and the quality of 
her work.  The pictures came out 
beautiful! I was happy to receive 
numerous compliments on the final 
results.    
 
As the holidays were approaching, the 
children as well as their teachers 
embraced the opportunity to learn 
about the different cultures in his/her 
classroom.  The children were eager to 
share with each classmate the 
traditions that were celebrated in their 
own families.  Everyone learned 
something new!    
 
 We truly appreciate all the families 
that participated in our annual holiday 
party on December 10th.  It was a great 
success! It was nice to see how excited 
the children were when they saw Santa 
and had the opportunity to sit on his 
lap.   



The holiday party would not have been a 
party without Santa. I would like to 
thank Mr. Finn, (father of Jack Finn in 
the T-Rex room) for making a very 
special visit to our school that day. 
Management really enjoyed spending 
time with you and your family.   

At the beginning of this month, some 
children moved into his/her new 
classroom for the New Year. I am happy 
to report that each child has settled in 
nicely and are quickly making many new 
friends.    

February is dental awareness month!  
Throughout the month, the teacher’s 
will incorporate into their lesson plan 
dental awareness.  In addition, a local 
dentist will visit the pre-k classrooms 
and discuss with your children the 
importance of keeping our teeth clean. I 
have provided a link below to help you 
speak to your child about going to the 
dentist.    

http://www.dentistry.com/articles/Denta
l_Fear_and_Anxiety_in_Children.aspx 

Since Valentine’s Day falls on a 
Tuesday this year, we would like to give 
our families the opportunity to go out 
on February 10th.   Therefore, we will 
host a “Parent’s Night Out” on 
February 10th from 7:00-11:00pm.  
Registration will be available at the 
front desk during the first week of 
February.   

I know this next topic seems repetitive, 
but it’s the most important.  Flu shots!  
December 31, 2011, was the deadline for 
updated flu shots.  If you have not 
already done so, I kindly ask that you 
provide us with a current immunization 
record that shows proof of the 
required shots.  The state does require 
us to exclude all children who have not 
received the shot by January 1, 2012.  
This includes the appropriate 
documentation required.  Our top 
priority is to keep the children healthy 
throughout the year.  

Sick policy- This policy is very 
important to our school and is strictly 
enforced.   I understand that many of 
you work and that it causes an 
inconvenience to take off, but the 
health and safety of everyone at Prime 
Time is our number one 

priority.  Children who get sick at 
school will be sent home and are 
prohibited back to school for 24 
hours.   Once returning, a doctor’s note 
must be brought back stating that your 
child is not contagious.   If a doctor’s 
note is obtained prior to the 24-hour 
period, we will not accept it.  This is an 
ongoing problem with many child-care 
centers, and we do our best to prevent 
the spread of germs.   Many sicknesses 
have already spread prior to the 
symptoms showing.   We kindly ask that 
you do your part in keeping a child who 
is exhibiting any symptoms of an illness 
home.  In addition, we also, prohibit any 
medications from being added to any 
liquids that are brought into the 
school.  This is an unsafe practice! All 
medications must be accompanied by a 
doctor’s note and brought to the front 
desk.   This includes any over the 
counter medication.     
 
Finally, I would like to take this 
opportunity to discuss food allergies. 
This topic is very important to us here 
at Prime Time.  Please let us know if 
your child has a specific allergy.  We 
have a Food Allergy Plan Form that 
should be filled out by your 
pediatrician.  Each teacher posts a list 
of the children’s allergies, including 
the route in which to treat it.  Please 
remember that we are a Peanut Free 
Center, and it is imperative that any 
food brought in from the outside be 
brought into the kitchen area rather 
than the classroom.  It must also 
include the original label with all 
ingredients to be cleared by 
management before it can be distributed 
in the school.  Thank you for your 
continued support and cooperation! 

Winter Weather Alert Reminder… 
In the event of inclement weather, 
please call the school before heading 
out to find out our opening status.  You 
can also check the website at 
www.primetimeschools.com for up to 
date information.  We will do our best 
to remain open and on time.  However, in 
the event of treacherous weather we 
may have to delay opening or close for 
the day.  We update our school 
answering machine to reflect the 
current status of the program.   In the 
event that we need to close the school 
early, please make sure that we have 



current contact information for you.   
It is extremely important that we can 
reach you anytime throughout the day.  
If you travel a long distance to work, it 
may be wise to have someone close as 
your emergency contact.  We give you 
plenty of advanced notice; however, if 
the weather is extremely inclement you 
may want to have your child picked up 
A.S.A.P.   If you would be interested in 
signing up for a parent phone chain to 
be notified of any school closings or 
delays, please stop by the office. 
 
Important reminders: 

Parking 
Once again, we ask for our 
parents/guardians cooperation 
regarding parking. As you may have 
noticed, parking is very limited in the 
front of our school. Therefore, we ask 
parents/guardians to please park on the 
streets and not in the church parking 
lot.  Please do not block the parking 
lot entrance. Parking is reserved for 
authorized vehicles only.  We have been 
informed that any unauthorized 
vehicles will be towed at the owner’s 
expense.  Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation. 
 
Telephone 
Phone calls to staff are welcome 
between the hours of 12:00 pm and 
2:00pm during naptime.  This is to 
ensure that the teachers have his/her 
full attention on your children and 
that they are not interrupted during 
lessons.  If there is something you 
forgot to mention to the teachers, the 
front desk will take the message and 
give it to the teacher.   Infant  
 
Absences: 
Parents are asked to call the school 
office at (201) 420-7644 when your 
child is absent. Should you get the 
answering machine, just leave your 
child’s full name and classroom. 
 
Tuition: 
Please remember that all daycare fees 
are due by the 1st of the month and late 
after the 5th.  A $30.00 late fee is 
applied on the 6th. 
 
Breakfast:  
Is only served from 6:30am-8:30am. The 
kitchen closes promptly at 8:30am in 

order to prepare morning snack and 
lunches.  
 
Lunch menus: 
We kindly ask that you return the 
menus on the date provided.  Yashin 
(cook) depends on these menus for 
substitutions, allergies and number 
counts.   

Children’s Birthdays 

 

January 

Raphael D- 1/1/2008 

Max D- 1/3/2005 

Sasha M- 1/4/2008 

Anya S- 1/5/2008 

Jonas U- 1/6/2007 

Eric J- 1/9/2010 

Alanna C- 1/10/2007 

Dylan C- 1/21/09 

Jack C- 1/25/10 

Sophie G- 1/6/2009 

Chloe W- 1/27/10 

Raiya C- 1/29/2009 

Ava N- 1/29/10 

Claire C- 1/30/10 

February 

Finnian M. - 2/1/2008 

Alexander W. - 2/1/2009 

Ashley A/W- 2/2/2008 



Maya K- 2/4/2010 

Abby S- 2/26/2006 

Kay K- 2/9/2009 

Charlotte c- 2/10/2010 

Bridget H- 2/15/2008 

Jack G- 2/16/2010 

Staff Birthday’s 

 

January 

Ms. Janis- Raptors 1/13 

Ms. Theresa- Brontos 1/29 

Ms. Didi- Floater 1/25 

Ms. Elisa- Angels 1   1/12 

Ms. Millie- Pre-k   1 /12 

Ms. Marie- Enrollment Coordinator 1/8 

Ms. Alice- Angels 2   1/18 

February 

Ms. Aurora- Cuddlies 2/9 

Diane S- Puppies 2/21 

 

We are in the process of planning our 
Summer Camp schedule.  It is never too 
early to plan ahead!  Each school is 
planning a fun and affordable summer 
camp while keeping it exciting and fun!  
We have some new field trips planned 
along with some proven favorites.  
Please let us know your interest in 
staying with Prime Time over the 
summer. 

 

SPOTLIGHT TEACHER 

 

Ms. Millie has been with Prime Time for 
four (4) years working both in our 
Edgewater and Hoboken locations.  With 
over 30 years experience and many years 
of professional development,  Millie 
has proved herself to be a teacher for 
the children.  She has worked 
diligently at creating a classroom 
where each child can develop their 
creativity, independence and curiosity 
to learn.  She will go the extra mile for 
any child and we are very proud to have 
her on our team teaching our Pre-K 
Students.  

Congratulations Ms. Millie, keep up 
the great work!  

 

 

January 

1/2- school closed  
1/5- National bird day 
1/11- Fury animal day 
1/16- Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 
1/20- Penguin awareness day 
1/24- Snow cone day! (Sensory 
activity) 
1/30- National puzzle day 

February 
2/2 – Ground Hog Day 
2/6- Super Bowl Jersey Day 
2/10- Parent night out (7pm-11pm) 
2/14- Valentine’s Day- (Friendship day) 
2/17- Random acts of kindness day 
2/20- Presidents day- School Closed 
2/22- Washington’s Birthday 
2/29- Dental Day- (Local dentist visits 
the Pre-k) 



Enfamil recall:  As most of you may have heard, 
Wal-Mart pulled Enfamil from their shelves 
following the death of an infant in Missouri. They 
are still investigating whether or not the water used 
in the preparation of the formula was a factor in this 
recall.  However, below is a section on recalls that 
Prime Time includes in every newsletter.  We do 
this to protect the children in our care as well as 
inform our parents.  You may also follow the link 
below to read about this recall from the American 
Academy of Pediatrics.  Ctrl click to follow link. 

http://www.aap.org/en-
us/Pages/Default.aspx?nfstatus=401&nftoken=0000
0000-0000-0000-0000-
000000000000&nfstatusdescription=ERROR%3a+
No+local+token 

 

Product Recall Websites 

It seems that every day we hear of a 
new baby item or food item being 
recalled!  We hope the following 
websites will help parents keep track 
of recalled products.  You can even 

have recalls sent to your cell phone 
or email. 

*ClickCheckandProtect.org (Consumer 
Reports)  

*CPSC.gov (Consumer Products Safety 
Commission) 

*T SafeProducts.gov 

*Text alerts – text the word “SAFE” to 
76666 

We hope you will find these websites 
helpful 

  
Every January we include a questionnaire to 
parents and teachers to gather feedback so we 
may continue to improve our programs.  We are 
always interested in hearing what you have to 
say.  So please take a moment to fax, email or 
mail your completed questionnaire. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

	
  
	
  

PARENT	
  QUESTIONNAIRE	
  

Please take a few moments to provide us with your feedback to help us better meet 
your needs.    For your convenience, you may e-mail us at pt1sch@aol.com, fax us at 
(201) 236-2966, or you may get a stamped envelope in the office.  We appreciate the 
time taken.  Thank you! 
 
Optional: School:      Years at Prime Time: 
 
  Child’s Group:      Signature: 
 
Regarding our program: 
 
How did you hear about us? 
 
What attracted you to us and why did you stay?  
 
 
 
Would you be interested in our Summer Camp and After School Programs? 
 
Do you have any comments about our Policies? 
 
 
 
What do you think about our field trips and extra-curricular activities? 
 
 
 
How may we improve our school/class newsletters and other forms of 
communication? 
 
 
 
Staff: 
 
Health and Cleanliness: 
 
Suggestions: 
 
Complaints: 
 
Applause:
 
 


