
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

"Those we love are the snowflakes of 
life. None are the same, each is 
beautiful, and all bring something 
special to our world."  
Author: -- Author: Martin Buber  
 
Direct from the Executive 
Director, Ricci Wasserman 

 
It was such a pleasure meeting so 
many of you at the various 
holiday parties and in the 

schools this fall.  My husband Joel and 
I really enjoy the warm and loving 
spirit we find in our schools.  
September 2012 will mark 30 years 
since we founded Prime Time.  The 
children, parents and staff have 
warmed our hearts for so many years.  
Thank you all. 
 
As you know we have a large in-service 
training day in the fall for all our 
staff.  We work long and hard to make 
the day very useful and to provide our 
staff the required training hours 
mandated by the state.  We (Nancy 
Nathanson, B.S. MED – Regional 
Education Director and Christine 
Tarallo, B.A. Regional Manager and I) 
have the staff evaluations of the day.  I 
want to share with you some of the 
questions and answers that you might 
have in common with our staff: 
 
What can be done at naptime when a 
child doesn’t sleep?  Make the 
atmosphere sleep friendly – dim the 
lights, play quiet music, a back rub and 
most important - a routine.  By two (2) 
years old, children fall into the 
routine quite easily.  When there are 
diversions such as a child arriving at 
unusual times, a fire drill, or the 
garbage truck comes late and grabs 
their attention, it takes longer to 
settle in.  As a child gets older, he/she 

may need less sleep.  They can 
generally quiet down with a picture, 
book, or quiet toy so they and their 
friends can rest.  Remember, if a child 
is not tired, it is torture for both of 
you to try to make him/her sleep.  Settle 
for a short rest and quiet activities 
until required nap time is over. 
 
How do you get a child to participate 
in an activity if he/she doesn’t want 
to?  Make the activity as interesting as 
you can, but provide alternatives.  
That’s why we use centers, so children 
can choose what interests him/her but 
can see what others are finding equally 
interesting.  Maybe next time they will 
join in something new. 
 
If we teach nonverbal infants and 
toddlers to use sign language will it 
hinder them acquiring speech?  Unless 
a child lacks the physical proprieties 
for speech, it will not.  Signing is just 
an easier way for some children to get 
their needs known. 
 
How can we get artwork done 
properly?  There is no proper way.  Art 
is an individual creative process.  The 
job of the adult is to show the child a 
variety of samples, provide a variety of 
materials, and not ask, “What is that 
you’re doing/making?”  
 
If you like this Q & A and would like it 
continued or have questions of your 
own, let us know at pt1sch@aol.com. 
	
  
Direct from the Regional 
Education Director, Nancy 
Nathanson  

YOUNG CHILDREN NEED TO PLAY 

Hopefully, over this busy 
holiday season you and your 
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child were able to set aside some 
“downtime” – unstructured, leisure time 
playing together.   

Play and its’ importance has been a hot 
topic in the early childhood education 
field for quite some time.  It seems 
amazing that we have to explain that 
concept!  Often parents and caregivers 
ask the question:  “How do I play with my 
child?” or “What is my role?”  These are 
wonderful questions for those unsure 
of the dynamics involved. 

A recent article in the high tech 
magazine, “Wired”, interestingly listed 
the five (5) Best Toys of all Time: 

1. Stick 
2. Box 
3. String 
4. Cardboard Tube 
5. Dirt 
6. Ball 

Aren’t you just thrilled to hear that 
after all those new toys are filling 
your child’s closet!  The reason this 
rings so true is we as adults sometimes 
forget what is truly fun for our 
children – and most beneficial!!  
Spontaneous play occurs when children 
do an activity freely.  If children 
organize a ball game, dramatic play, or a 
game of hide-and-seek, they are meeting 
their needs for spontaneous play.  
Spontaneous play is different from 
enrolling children in little league or 
signing them up for dance lessons.  
Children benefit most from a balance 
between planned activities and 
spontaneous free play.   

Play can be an effective and enjoyable 
way for children to develop skills: 

*Language skills - when they play name 
games, sing songs, and recite jump rope 
rhymes. 
*Thinking skills - when they construct a 
block tower, follow directions to a 
game, or do a puzzle. 
*Creative skills - when they make up 
stories, put on a puppet show, and play 
dress-up. 
*Social skills - when they team up to 
play ball games and decide who will 
play what part in dramatic play.   
 
It is important to remove barriers to 
children’s opportunities to play, such 

as too many structured activities and 
too much television.  If a child says, “I’m 

bored,” he/she may need more 
unstructured time for play.  
Parents often hear children 
complain about boredom when 
activities are not scheduled for 
them.  Children need “down 
time” and time to be alone.  

These are the occasions when a child’s 
imagination and creativity take hold.  
 
“Play is not a luxury but rather a 
crucial dynamic of healthy, physical, 
intellectual and social-emotional 
development at all age levels.” - David 
Elkind  

 

Director from your Director, 
Karla Alcazar 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone 
enjoyed spending time with family and 
friends over the holiday season.  These 
past few months have come and gone way 
too fast.  I can’t believe its 2012 
already!  I’d like to thank all the 
families for their generosity in 2011.  
We truly appreciate all the families 
that participated in our annual holiday 
celebrations.  With your help and 
support we were able to make the 
Thanksgiving Feast and the Holiday 
Party a great success!  
 
Progress reports went home and 
teacher/parent conferences took place 
in December.  All families had the 
option of a phone or in-person 
conference with their child’s teacher.  
If you were unable to sign up for a 
conference in December or still have 
questions, you can call your child’s 
teacher any day between 12-2pm.   
   
At the beginning of the New Year, some 
children moved in their new 
classrooms! It makes us so happy to 
watch each child grow and progress 
into a new room.  January is National 
Soup Month.  The Angel’s, Dino’s, and 
Pre-K will celebrate by making their 
own soup for lunch, yum! What is your 
family’s favorite soup? Share with us 
your favorite soup (name and recipe) 
and bring a picture of your family 
cooking and enjoying the soup together.  
We will be making a Family Soup Wall in 



our center and would love for everyone 
to be part of it.   January 18th is the 
birthday of one of my favorite 
children’s authors - A.A. Milne (author 
of Winnie the Pooh books). We will 
celebrate by reading Winnie the Pooh 
books in all the classrooms. 
  
February will begin with Groundhog 
Day.  Will the groundhog see its 
shadow? I sure hope not! The month of 
February is filled with many great and 
important days! We will be celebrating 
Black History Month, President’s Day, 
Valentine’s Day, Chinese New Year, 
Dental Health Month and of course the 
Super Bowl! The Dino’s and Pre-K 
classrooms will get a special visit by a 
local dentist to discuss the importance 
of keeping our teeth clean.  For 
Valentine’s Day this year, we will be 
having a “Parent’s Night Out” on Friday, 
February 10th from 7:00-10:00pm.   If you 
are interested in registering for the 
event, please let the office know no 
later than February 6th.  The cost will 
be $20 for the first child and $10 for 
each additional child.   
With the season of winter comes colder 
weather and SNOW!  Please remember to 
bring in your child with a coat, hat, 
gloves, etc., as the children will 
continue to play outdoors.   This 
includes the Snugglies’ and Kitties’ 
classrooms.  On the occasion that we 
must have a delayed opening or close 
the school due to the weather, there 
are several ways that you will be 
informed.  The school has a voicemail 
system that will be immediately updated 
with the schools information.  You can 
also check our website, 
www.primetimeschools.com, which will 
have the status of each Prime Time.  You 
can also check our Facebook and 
Twitter pages for updates.  If we need to 
close the school early, you will receive 
a phone call and an e-mail allowing you 
sufficient time to make arrangements or 
to pick up your child.  Please make sure 
we have your most recent information 
(e-mail/cell/phone). 
 
Flu shots! The deadline for an updated 
flu shot was on December 31, 2011.  If 
you have not provided us with an 
updated immunization record, please do 
so at this time.  The Immunization record 
should show proof that your child had 
their flu shot, as well as be up to date 

with all vaccinations.  The state 
requires us to exclude all children 
who do not have the required 
vaccinations.  It is important for us to 
keep the children safe and healthy 
throughout the year.   
 
Reminders 
*Please make sure there is seasonally 
appropriate clothing in your child’s 
cubby.  
*Please label all clothing, jackets, 
hats, gloves, etc.  
*Make sure all Immunizations are up to 
date and a copy is given to the office.   
* We may go outside as long as weather 
is above 35 degrees and the ground is 
clear of snow.  Our       policy is if your 
child is well enough to come to school, 
they are well enough to go outside.  
*Payments are due by the 1st of the 
month and are late after the 5th. You 
will receive a late fee if paid after the 
5th.   
 
Did you know? 
“Amazon Mom” is a free membership 
program to help parents and caregivers 
from infants through toddlers.  You 
can save 30% on supplies like diapers 
and wipes and get it delivered to you.  
To join, simply sign into your Amazon 
account, or create one at no cost, and 
fill out whether you are a Mom, Dad, or 
other caregiver of a child. By providing 
information about your family, the 
program can personalize offers, e-
mails, and product recommendations to 
help you find exactly what you need. 
 
Sneak-A-Peek 
In November the Pre-K class made 
butter!  The children had a great time 
taking the steps to make their own 
butter.  Miss Jennifer, Miss Lauren, and 
Miss Terri taught the children the 
process by “milking a cow”, shaking the 
ingredients together in a tightly closed 
container, and waiting while it turned 
to butter.  The children not only made 
the butter, but were able to enjoy 
eating it at the Thanksgiving Feast!   
 

Children’s Birthdays 



 

January 

Tom G. 1/6 

Alanna C. 1/10 
 

February 

Emma K. 2/7 

Christopher S. 2/28 

 

Staff Birthday’s 

 

January 

Miss Stephaine 1/29 
 

 
Welcome New Children 

 

Daniel-Kitties 
Aiden-Kitties 

Justin- Puppies 
Halo-Puppies 

Chloe- Puppies 
 
 

 

January- National Soup Month 
1/1- Happy New Year! 2011 
1/2- School closed in observance of New 
Year’s Day 
1/11- Fury animal day 
1/16- Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
1/18- Author, A.A. Milne’s Birthday  
1/23- Chinese New Year 
1/29- National puzzle day 
 
February- Black History Month 
2/2- Groundhog Day 
2/6- Football Jersey Day 
2/10- Parent Night Out (7-10pm) 
2/12- Lincoln’s Birthday 
2/14- Valentine’s Day- wear red  
2/20- Presidents’ Day- School Closed 
2/22- Washington’s Birthday 

Enfamil recall:  As most of you may have heard, 
Wal-Mart pulled Enfamil from their shelves 
following the death of an infant in Missouri.  They 
are still investigating whether or not the water used 
in the preparation of the formula was a factor in this 
recall.  However, below is a section on recalls that 
Prime Time includes in every newsletter.  We do 
this to protect the children in our care as well as 
inform our parents.  You may also follow the link 
below to read about this recall from the American 
Academy of Pediatrics.  Ctrl click to follow link. 

http://www.aap.org/en-
us/Pages/Default.aspx?nfstatus=401&nftoken=0000
0000-0000-0000-0000-
000000000000&nfstatusdescription=ERROR
%3a+No+local+token 

Product Recall Websites 

It seems that every day we hear of a 
new baby item or food item being 
recalled!  We hope the following 
websites will help parents keep track 
of recalled products.  You can even 
have recalls sent to your cell phone 
or email. 

*ClickCheckandProtect.org (Consumer 
Reports)  



*CPSC.gov (Consumer 
Products Safety 
Commission) 

*T SafeProducts.gov 

*Text alerts – text the 
word “SAFE” to 76666 

We hope you will find these websites 
helpful. 

Parent Referral!!!! 
Our goal has always been to provide 
quality care and a “home away from home” 
atmosphere for children.  We know that 
leaving your children in the care of 
others is a very difficult decision, and we 
hope that we have made it easier for you.  
Our families are our biggest advocates 
and advertisers.  If you know of anyone in 
need of a quality early learning center, 
please tell them about Prime Time.  They 
are welcome to visit anytime between 
9:00am-5:00pm, no appointment is 
necessary.  If one of your referrals 
registers and remains in the program for 
a minimum of three months, you will 
receive a referral credit; it’s our way of 
saying “thanks.”  Be sure to let us know 
when you refer someone so you can take 

advantage of the credit.  If 
you can drop some of our 
brochures to your human 
resource office, please let 
us know.  We would be more 
than happy to provide you 
with some. We would love to 
include parent testimonials 

in our brochures and on our website.  
Please take a moment to drop one off in 
the office or you can email it directly to 
the school.  We are also gathering 
letters of praise for our staff and/or 
program to share with potential parents.  
We really appreciate all kind words.  
These letters are also put into personal 
employee files.   Thank you. 

 

We are in the process of planning our 
Summer Camp schedule.  It is never too 
early to plan ahead!  Each school is 
planning a fun and affordable summer 
camp while keeping it exciting and fun!  
We have some new field trips planned 
along with some proven favorites.  
Please let us know your interest in 
staying with Prime Time over the 
summer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

	
  
	
  

PARENT	
  QUESTIONNAIRE	
  

Please take a few moments to provide us with your feedback to help us better meet 
your needs.    For your convenience, you may e-mail us at pt1sch@aol.com, fax us at 
(201) 236-2966, or you may get a stamped envelope in the office.  We appreciate the 
time taken.  Thank you! 
 
Optional: School:      Years at Prime Time: 
 
  Child’s Group:      Signature: 
 
Regarding our program: 
 
How did you hear about us? 
 
What attracted you to us and why did you stay?  
 
 
 



Would you be interested in our Summer Camp and After School Programs? 
 
Do you have any comments about our Policies? 
 
 
 
What do you think about our field trips and extra-curricular activities? 
 
 
 
How may we improve our school/class newsletters and other forms of 
communication? 
 
 
 
Staff: 
 
Health and Cleanliness: 
 
Suggestions: 
 
Complaints: 
 
Applause:
 
 


